
Experience History
at the duncan mansion

Governor duncan mansion

Amidst the untamed beauty of the Illinois prairie 
sprang the elegance and grandeur of the Governor 
Duncan Mansion. The mansion was built by Joseph 
and Elizabeth Duncan in 1834. Joseph was the sixth 
elected governor of Illinois from 1834-1838. The 
building served as the official executive mansion and 
the family home during his tenure, during which time 
the state capital was in Vandalia. It is the only official 
governor’s residence still standing outside Springfield.

Today, the home is owned and operated by the Rev. 
James Caldwell Chapter of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution and is open for tours. In 1971, 
the Governor Duncan Mansion was placed on the 
National Register of Historic Places. The Daughters 
have recently completed many restoration projects to 
the house and grounds to help stabilize the home and 
create a more accurate historical representation of 
the Duncans’ time.

jacksonvilleil.org



FUN FACTS
•  Governor Duncan was the governor of Illinois during 

Abraham Lincoln’s time in the Illinois legislature.
•  Mrs. Duncan was a petite woman. On occasion, Governor 

Duncan would jokingly sit Mrs. Duncan on the mantle in 
the parlor. Because of her small size, she would have to 
call for one of the servants to help her down.

•  When built, the house was in the country, a mile from 
Downtown Jacksonville. It was not unusual for the home 
to be visited by wild animals including wolves, which 
would lick the icing off cakes sitting out to cool.

LOCATION
The Governor Duncan Mansion is located at 4 Duncan 
Place in Duncan Park, at the corner of West State and 
Webster streets in Jacksonville.

HOURS
Open from 1–4 p.m. Wednesday and Saturday from 
Memorial Day to Labor Day. Group tours available at 
other times with advance reservation.

Admission
Donation to assist in the upkeep of the mansion: $5 for 
adults, $3 for children.

The Governor Duncan Mansion is supported by  
the Governor Duncan Association.
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310 E. State Street
Jacksonville, IL 62650
217.243-5678 or 800.593.5678
jacksonvilleil.org


